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September Seizures Double August

The 52 methamphetamine seizures recorded in Tennessee for September
more than doubled the August total of 25 as seizures continue their summer
fluctuations. September of 2005 was a month with only three more labs than
September of 2006. This is the first month since the Meth Free Tennessee Act of
2005 went into effect that Meth seizures did not show a significant decrease.
This may signal that rates of seizures have leveled off.

Seizures for 2006 now total 495. This is 50.3% less than the 995 during the
same period last year. If seizures continue at the current rate, we will end 2006
with 659 Meth seizures. That would be a 45.1% decrease from 2005 when we
had 1201.

If we have reached the point where we will no longer see drastic changes due
to the state law, it may be just in time for the new federal legislation to take effect.
States surrounding Tennessee will have to comply with the new nationwide
restrictions on precursor sales as of September 30, 2006. This should have
some effect on labs in Tennessee, particularly those in operation close to
bordering states.

Judges and Prosecutors Training

October’s training is open to judges and prosecutors. The South/East
Tennessee Meth Task Force is hosting the event in Gatlinburg, October 26 – 28.
There are still some seats available. Informational briefings covering the
spectrum of methamphetamine related issues will be discussed at this
conference.

The South/East Meth Task Force will supply the lodging and meeting fees.
The list of topics for the training session is in the left margin of this report. To
obtain a seat for this training, call 423-752-1479 or 423-321-2213.
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